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Hunting Access Program

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources leases private lands throughout 
southern Michigan for public hunting through the Hunting Access Program (HAP).  
This guide lists all property under lease through this program on pages 5 through 
13.  The lands generally are available on a first-come, first-served basis.  To 
make sure you have a place to hunt, make contacts early if you are planning to 
hunt HAP lands.

The guide lists a farm headquarters where daily permits are to be picked up each 
day that you hunt the property.  The locations listed include township and section 
numbers where the land is located.  A township is six-mile square area with 
section numbers assigned.  Maps of the county are available at bookstores and 
the county road commission.

Remember, you are a guest of the landowner when you use properties listed in 
this book.  As guests, you are requested to register your hunting party with your 
host or at the host’s self-registration site each time you visit the property.  Annual 
permits are not permitted.  Appropriate conduct helps ensure your host will 
invite you to return next year.

All guests in a hunting party are required to have a yellow hunter tag in their 
possession at all times when using the host’s property.

Guests are required to return the hunter tags to the host or self-registration box 
after each day’s hunt.

Do not register or take a daily permit if you are not actively hunting.
1.	 Observe all instructions of the landowner.
2.	 Know the property boundaries and do not trespass on adjacent property.
3.	 Do not block field access routes or drive in fields without the host’s 

permission.
4.	 Leave no trash.
5.	 Use bait only with the landowner’s permission.
6.	 Place tree stands or build blinds only with the landowner’s permission.
7.	 Observe all hunting and trapping rules and regulations.

A private land antlerless deer license for that Deer Management Unit (DMU) can 
be used on HAP lands. To purchase a private land antlerless deer license valid 
on HAP lands, if the landowner’s number is not available, the phone number 
999-999-9999 can be used.
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Tips for asking permission to hunt other private land:

1.	 Ask for permission, even if the land is not posted against hunting or 
trespassing.  State law requires verbal permission.

2.	 Do it well in advance of the time you intend to hunt – before hunting 
season, if possible.  Do not wait until the last minute.  Plan your visit 
to ask for permission right after lunch or early in the evening when the 
landowner, especially a farmer, is likely to be at home.

3.	 Ask for permission by yourself or with one other person.  Do not take 
a gang up to the door.  Never take your gun with you when asking for 
permission.  Keep the dog in the car.

4.	 Obtain permission to hunt several farms.  This assures you of a place to 
hunt if the landowner is not at home or if others are using the property.

5.	 Ask the landowner if there are any crop fields or other areas of the farm 
that should not be hunted.

6.	 Leave gates the way you found them.  If the gate is open when you 
arrive, leave it open.  If it is closed, close it after you pass through.

7.	 Never shoot near farm buildings where people and livestock are living.  
Observe all safety zone areas (450 feet).

8.	 Leave no trash.  If you find litter already there, pick it up.

9.	 When the hunt is over, thank the landowner for the opportunity to hunt.  
They will then know that you have left the farm and will not worry about 
you being lost or stuck on the farm.

10.	 It is always wise and polite to offer the landowner a piece of game or to 
promise him or her some venison once it is butchered.  This goodwill 
gesture will go a long way at keeping the door open for you and 
improving the image of hunting.

Interested in Enrolling in the Hunter Access Program?

If your property is located in the southern half of the Lower Peninsula and if you 
are interested in receiving payment to allow public hunting on your property, you 
may wish to participate in the Hunter Access Program.

Landowners are free from liability as stated in P.A. 451, “No cause of action 
shall arise for injuries to persons hunting on lands leased under HAP unless the 
injuries were caused by the gross negligence of willful and wanton misconduct of 
the owner, tenant, or lessee.”

For an application and details, contact one of the Wildlife Division Management 
Unit Offices listed on page 4 of this guide.
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Please direct any questions or comments you may have regarding the 
Hunting Access Program to the Management Unit Supervisor at the following 
Department of Natural Resources offices:

For information on Commercial Forest Lands, see page 14.

The habitat type key for HAP lands is:
WW – Wetland Wildlife (ducks, geese)
FW – Forest Wildlife (deer, squirrel, rabbit, grouse)
FA – Farmland Wildlife (pheasant, rabbit, deer)
CC – Cropped Land

Example: 20FW means 20 acres of land suitable for hunting forest wildlife 
species.

Public hunting rights on select privately owned lands

Various privately owned lands have had their hunting rights purchased by the 
state of Michigan. These lands are open to public hunting. Registration is not 
required but all applicable laws still apply. For additional information and a 
complete legal description of these parcels, refer to the DNR Web site.

	 County Where Farm is Located	 DNR Mgt. Unit Office

	 Arenac	 Gladwin	 Midland	 Sanilac	 Saginaw Bay
	 Bay	 Huron	 Saginaw	 Tuscola	 503 N. Euchlid Ave.
	 Clare	 Isabella			   Suite 1
					     Bay City, MI 48706
					     989-684-9141
	 Genesee	 Macomb	 Oakland	 Wayne	 Southeastern
	 Lapeer	 Monroe	 St. Clair		  26000 W. Eight Mile Rd.
					     Southfield, MI 48034
					     248-359-9040
	 Clinton	 Hillsdale	 Jackson	 Montcalm	 South Central
	 Eaton	 Ingham	 Lenawee	 Shiawassee	 8562 East Stoll Rd.
	 Gratiot	 Ionia	 Livingston	 Washtenaw	 E. Lansing, MI 48823
					     517-641-4903
	 Allegan	 Branch	 Kalamazoo	 Ottawa	 Southwestern
	 Barry	 Calhoun	 Kent	 St. Joseph	 621 N. 10th St.
	 Barrien	 Cass	 Muskegon	 Van Buren	 Plainwell, MI 49080
					     269-685-6851
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Notes
Use this page to make notes on the property you will be hunting, 

or draw a simple map of the area that includes important features and distances
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Commercial Forest (CF) Lands
Nearly 2.2 million acres of privately owned forests in Michigan are accessible by 
foot to the public for fishing, hunting and trapping. These lands are under the control 
of private owners who, through the CF program, allow the public the privilege of 
fishing, hunting and trapping only. No camping or other use is permitted. CF lands 
are not posted or signed as commercial forests and may be fenced and/or gated. 
The presence of a fence or gate does not prohibit public access. All CF lands are 
managed for long-term commercial forestry. The owner may restrict public access 
during periods of active commercial logging to ensure public safety.
 
Legal land descriptions and maps of lands listed in this program are available 
on the DNR Web site at www.michigan.gov/dnr, under Forests, Land & Water. 
Check county plat map books and/or aerial photographs for exact locations of 
CF lands. These plat map books and/or photographs generally are available 
in county, township and U.S. Department of Agriculture offices or retail stores. 
Other suggestions for obtaining maps are available on the DNR Web site, under 
Publications & Maps.

Use CF Lands with Respect
Although the general public has a right to fish, hunt and trap on CF lands, the 
property is privately owned and subject to normal private property rights. Unless 
you have permission of the property owner, the right to fish, hunt and trap on the 
land does not extend to associated activities such as the following:

•	 Littering.
•	 Camping.
•	 The cutting of shooting lanes, or cutting or destruction of brush, trees or 

other plants for any purpose.
•	 The use of nails, bolts, wire, tree steps or other material or activities 

which harm, lesson or destroy the value of trees, or create a potentially 
hazardous wood-harvesting condition.  

•	 The temporary or permanent abandonment of property including tree 
stands or other hunting apparatus.

•	 The construction of blinds or the construction or placement of other 
structures, except for the gathering of dead materials found on the 
ground.

•	 Target shooting or sighting-in firearms.
•	 The use of ORVs or other vehicles on private property.  If vehicles are 

allowed by the property owner, care should be taken to avoid blocking 
access to roads or parking areas.

A person engaging in an activity not allowed by a property owner may be 
criminally or civilly liable, or both.

If you have questions about this program or specific CF lands, contact the 
nearest DNR office or DNR Forest, Mineral and Fire Management, P.O. Box 
30452, Lansing, MI 48909-7952, or call 517-373-1275.
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Report All Poaching
Phone: 800-292-7800

To Report Violations
IC 2611 (07/15/2006)

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is committed to the 
conservation, protection, management, use and enjoyment of the State’s 

natural resources for current and future generations.

The Natural Resources Commission is the governing body for the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources. In providing a strategic 
framework for the DNR to effectively manage the state’s resources, 

the NRC works closely with a broad cross-section of constituencies to 
establish and continuously improve natural resources management policy.

Printed by Authority of: P.A. 451 of 1994.	 Cost per Copy: $0.12
Total Number of Copies Printed: 70,000 	 Total Cost: $9,095.62

For  information  or  assistance  on  this  publication,  contact  the  Michigan  Department  of  Natural  Resour ces,  P. O.   
Box  30444,  Lansing,  MI  48909-7944.  This  publication  is  available  in  alter native  formats  upon  r equest. 

The  Federal  A id  in  W ildlife  R estoration  A ct  places  an  excise  tax  on  fi   re arms,  handguns,  a mmunition  
and  ar chery  equipment.  The  U.S.  Fish  and  W ildlife  S ervice  apportions  these  f unds  to  state  w ildlife  
agencies  to  be  used  for  w ildlife  m anagement,  r esear ch,  habitat  acquisition,  game  ar ea  and  shooting  
range  development  and  hunter  education.  S ince  its  inception  in  1937,  M ichigan ’s   shar e  of  the  W ildlife  
R estoration  funds  has  r eached  almost  $150  m illion. 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources provides equal opportunities for employment and access to 
Michigan's natural resources. Both state and federal laws prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, religion, disability, age, sex, height, weight or marital status under the Civil Rights Acts of 1964 as 
amended (MI PA 453 and MI PA 220, Title V of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended, and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act). If you believe that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, or if 
you desire additional information, please write: Human Resources, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 
P.O. Box 30028, Lansing, MI 48909-7528 or the Michigan Department of Civil Rights, Cadillac Place, Suite 3-600, 
3054 W. Grand Blvd., Detroit, MI 48202 or the Division of Federal Assistance, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4401 
North Fairfax Drive, Mail Stop MBSP-4020, Arlington, VA 22203. 

Thank you for purchasing a Michigan hunting license. Your hunting license dollars help restore and 
improve habitats for wildlife species, advance research on wildlife and wildlife-borne diseases, 
foster programs that help ensure access for public hunting, support hunter safety education and 
much more. We encourage you to keep hunting and to share your experiences with others. In 
doing so, you can do your part to keep our state’s hunting heritage alive for future generations.


